and aortic valvar disease could scarcely be bettered. The chapter on cardiac catheterization is disappointing. The bibliography is well chosen but not exhaustive. The standard of the illustrations is high, but regrettably some of the radiographs and angiograms have not reproduced well. In some sections clarity and precision have been sacrificed in favour of brevity and oversimplification. This is an excellent book which breaks new ground, and it will deservedly be widely read.
M HONEY Background to Migraine Second Migraine Symposium, London, 24 November 1967 edited by Robert Smith MA MD pp xii+87 illustrated 30s London: William Heinemann 1969 This is the proceedings of the Second Migraine Symposium held in London in November 1967 under the auspices of the Migraine Trust. There are three outstanding clinical studies in it: Sir Derrick Dunlop's Sandoz Foundation lecture on the therapeutics of migraine, Dr M J McArdle's account of the migrainous neuralgias and Sir George Godber's opening address describing his personal experiences of migraine. The volume also contains a number of useful papers on the experimental approach to the problem and on drug trials. The discussion following each paper is included and, although this makes interesting if somewhat repetitive reading, one wonders whether it is really worthwhile to publish it. Incidentally, there are some misprints of names in the discussion (pages 8 and 9). This volume emphasizes the increasing attention being paid to the subject of migraine. The twenty-four papers presented at this national symposium provide the reader with an up-todate review of the field of molecular biology. At these annual meetings it is the intention to emphasize the basic concepts of the various life sciences and to indicate the importance of this knowledge in the study of malignancy. The present symposium has as its theme: 'The basic processes of living cells and organisms, which are suspected to underlie the regulation of metabolic function, the control of growth and the programming of the differentiation and development of- organisms.' Within this theme studies are reported using bacteriophage, bacteria and cell free systems as well as mammalian cells in culture or as homogenates.
The Bertner Foundation Award lecture was this year presented by Professor Spiegelman who gives a detailed account of the work, largely carried out in his own laboratory, on the replication of RNA bacteriophage of Escherichia coli. The outstanding contribution of this work was the isolation of a 'replicase' enzyme which showed a remarkable specificity for its own particular viral RNA as template for its polymerase action.
The remaining papers are grouped under such headings as mechanism of transcription, translation, replication, metabolic regulation and control of gene expression, while the final section, entitled 'Perspectives in Cancer Research', includes papers on viral and hormonal effects.
The work described is of a fundamental nature and, rather unnecessarily one feels, most authors begin their papers by justifying the relevance of their particular approach to the problem of cancer. Certainly the clinician seeking data on the use of new drugs or new methods of cancer treatment will find nothing here to interest him, but the reader wishing to learn of the current state of knowledge of the way in which cells synthesize their macromolecules and regulate their metabolism will find this book very rewarding. PETER 
BROOKES
Myasthenia Gravis edited by Raymond Greene MA DM FRCP pp vi + 162 illustrated 35s London: William Heinemann 1969 This latest addition to the Heinemann Monograph series is based largely on experience of myasthenia gravis at the special clinic at New End Hospital. The outstanding chapters are those on the history of the disease by Sir Geoffrey Keynes, on the pathology of the thymus by Dr Henry and on radiology by Dr Kreel. There is an interesting chapter on the immunological aspects by Professor Anderson and Dr Vetters from Glasgow, but the evidence that autoimmunity is the cause of myasthenia gravis still seems to be inconclusive. The clinical aspects are dealt with somewhat cursorily but the account of thymectomy and the successful results obtained at New End Hospital is valuable. It is often easy to find inconsistencies in a book written by several authors but it is disturbing to read in the chapter on pathology (page 86) that 'thymomata are not usually radiosensitive', while Mr Williams in his chapter on radiotherapy (page 152) states that 'thymic tumours are radiosensitive, as witness the reduction in size which can be demonstrated radiologically'. This short monograph is of real value in discussing many of the current problems posed by this intriguing disease. It is self-evident that the two topics discussed here are of fundamental importance in the elucidation of malignant disease. Important advances have recently been made, particularly in the field of cell kinetics, and the present collection of papers is timely.
The major part of the book is devoted to the proliferative activities of neoplastic cells, and many aspects are considered. The behaviour of normal and neoplastic cells in vitro is reviewed and there are useful discussions on the implications of contact inhibition and of malignant transformation in vitro. Detailed accounts are given of tumour cell kinetics, and the need to distinguish the separate proliferating and nonproliferating components of a given cell population is stressed. The therapeutic implications of such a distinction are obvious and are discussed in several papers dealing with cell proliferation in human leukaemias. 'Proliferation' of tumour cells is interpreted liberally in this book and a whole section is devoted to host factors which may contain or suppress tumour growth. These include allogeneic inhibition, the enhancement of anti-tumour defences in the host with immune lymphoid cells, and a discussion of normal organ and tumour homeostasis.
The spread of tumour cells is, by contrast, a smaller and less well-defined field. One obvious reason is that fewer techniques are available and hardly any of them are suitable for clinical cases. But one controversial exception is the study of autotransplants, aptly described here as 'metastases with a pedigree'. The barrier function of lymph nodes is still disputed and the factors determining the gross patterns of metastases have not yet been elucidated.
The symposium provides a valuable account of our current knowledgeand ignoranceof cell proliferation and spread in neoplasia. Provided they are not deterred by the high price, experimentalists and clinicians alike will find it a most absorbing book.
R L CARTER

Diagnosis and Management of Pain Syndromes by Bernard E Finneson MD FACS 2nd ed pp x+337 illustrated £5 6s
Philadelphia, &c.: W B Saunders 1969 All those concerned with the management of patients with chronic pain will welcome the appearance of a monograph dealing with clinical problems. In this book Dr Finneson gives an account of his personal experiences as a neurosurgeon interested in the treatment of pain syndromes.
Introductory chapters describe briefly the physiology of pain and the pharmacology of analgesic drugs, though without reference to some concepts which have originated recently in the United Kingdom. Subsequent chapters consider musculoskeletal pain, headache, facial pain, neck pain and cervicobrachial neuralgia, low back pain, visceral pain, the pain of peripheral vascular disease, autonomic reflex pain, nerve compression syndromes, and the intractable pain of malignant disease.
Diagnosis and treatment are considered in some detail. The author does not scorn simple therapeutic measures and lays due emphasis on psychological aspects. Nerve blocks clearly described range from subarachnoid block to block of cranial and peripheral nerves. Surgical operations considered include such diverse procedures as sympathectomy, section of the transverse carpal ligament, and chordotomy which the author prefers to carry out by the per-cutaneous method.
It is a pity that a list of references is not given, for this would enhance the value to the reader. However, the book is well laid out with clear print, and the nerve blocks and operative procedures are beautifully illustrated in a series of elegant drawings by the author's wife. Anyone concerned in the work of a pain clinic should read this volume. R S ATKINSON Craniofacial Anomalies Pathogenesis and Repair edited by J J Longacre MD PhD pp xii +389 illustrated £8 lOs Philadelphia: J B Lippincott 1968 London: Pitman Medical Thirty-five authors, of whom six are from the British Isles, contribute to this interesting volume. These contributions were made originally in May 1966, at a Symposium in the United States. Some represent orthodox views on the surgery of wellaccepted deformities. Amongst these are articles on clefts of the palate by the late Eric Peet and by J P Reidy; on the employment of dermolipomatous grafts by Noel Thompson; and on the treatment of craniofacial asymmetries and defects by the editor, whose name is practically synony-
